
 

Vocabulary 
 
Allegory  - Using character and/or story elements symbolically to represent an abstraction in 
addition to the literal meaning. The allegorical meaning usually deals with moral truth or a 
generalization about human existence. 

Ex. “All animals are equal but a few are more equal than others.” (Orwell,  Animal Farm) 
 
Alliteration  - The repetition of sounds, especially initial consonant sounds in two or more 
neighboring words. The repetition can reinforce meaning, unify ideas, supply a musical sound, 
and/or echo the sense of the passage.  

Ex. Pizza party for particularly pleasant puns at Paige Pierog’s place 
 
Allusion  - A direct or indirect reference to something which is presumably commonly known, 
such as an event, book, myth, place, or work of art.  

Ex. In Conrad’s “Heart of Darkness”, “the two knitting women” whom Marlow 
sees alludes to “Moirae” or Fates as visualized in Greek Mythology: 

“The two knitting women increase his anxiety by gazing at him and all the other 
sailors with knowing unconcern. Their eerie looks suggest that they know what will 
happen (the men dying), yet don’t care” 

The thread they knit represents human life. The two women knitting black wool 
foreshadows Marlow’s horrific journey in the “Dark Continent”. 

 
Analogy  - A similarity or comparison between two different things or the relationship between 
them.  

Ex. “Like as the waves make towards the pebbled shore,  
So do our minutes hasten to their end;” (Shakespeare, Sonnet 60)  
 

Anaphora  - A repetition of the same word or group of words at the beginnings of successive 
clauses.  

Ex.  We shall fight  on the beaches,  we shall fight  on the landing-grounds,  we shall 
fight  in the hills. 
 
Anastrophe  - The reversal or transposition of words, typically placing the adjective before the 
noun it modifies.  

Ex. His was a  sad countenance.  v. His was a  countenance sad .  
 
Antecedent  - The word, phrase, or clause referred to by a pronoun.  

Ex. I was talking to Miss P and  Jack , and it turns out  he   is a serial killer.  
 

Antithesis  - The opposition or contrast of ideas; the direct opposite 
Ex. “It was the  best  of times, it was the  worst  of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was 

the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of  belief , it was the epoch of  incredulity , it was the 
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of  hope , it was the winter of 
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despair , we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to 
Heaven , we were all going direct  the other way .” (Dickens,  A Tale of Two Cities ) 
 
Aphorism  - A statement of unknown authorship which expresses a general truth or moral 
principle (think proverb) 

Ex. “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of 
view – until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” (Lee,  To Kill a Mockingbird ) 
 
Apostrophe   - A figure of speech that directly addresses an absent or imaginary person, or a 
personified abstract idea (i.e. love). (i.e. “Ode to a Grecian Urn”) 

Ex. “Welcome, O life! I go to encounter for the millionth time the reality of experience and 
to forge in the smithy of my soul the uncreated conscience of my race.” (Joyce,  A Portrait of the 
Artist as a Young Man ) 
 
Archaic diction  - Antiquated language (think Middle English) 

Ex. “Perhaps he loves you now, 
And now no soil nor  cautel doth   besmirch 
The virtue of his will” (Shakespeare,  The Tragedy of Hamlet Prince of Denmark ) 
 

Argument  - A statement put forth and supported by evidence.  
Ex. “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good 

fortune, must be in want of a wife.” (Austen,  Pride and Prejudice ) 
 
Assertion  - An emphatic statement; declaration. An assertion supported by evidence becomes 
an argument.  

Ex. “I am a gentleman’s daughter.” (Austen,  Pride and Prejudice) 
 
Assumption  - A belief or statement taken for granted without proof.  

Ex. Their assumption of his guilt disqualified them from jury duty. 
 
Asyndeton   - The deliberate omission of conjunctions between words, phrases, or clauses.  

Ex. The orcs ate the food, broke the dishes, trashed the hall, beat the dogs to the 
shower. 
 
Attitude  - The speaker’s position on a subject as revealed through his or her tone. 

Ex. “All morons hate it when you call them a moron.” (Salinger,  The Catcher in the Rye) 
 
Audience  - One’s listener or readership.  

Ex. The Declaration of Independence” had three types of audiences: American colonists, 
the British government, and the general public. 
 
Authority  - A reliable, respected source--someone with knowledge.  
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Ex. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is the leading authority on vaccines 
and immunizations. 
 
Bias  - Prejudice or predisposition toward one side of an issue/subject 

Ex. Because she went to Grand Valley State University, Ms. P has a bias against 
Saginaw Valley State University as the schools are rivals. 
 
Chiasmus  - ABBA syntactical structure.  

Ex. “Ask not what your  country  can do for  you , ask what  you  can do for your  country .:” 
 
Claim  - An assertion, usually supported by evidence 

Ex. Ms. Pierog is a fabulous teacher because she gives us homework every single day.  
 
Colloquial/Colloquialism  - The use of slang or informalities in speech or writing; 
conversational or familiar tone.  

Ex. “Go nuts,” “look blue,” or “buzz off’ 
 
Complex Sentence   - A sentence that includes one independent clause and at least one 
dependent clause.  

Ex. Because of the number of books I read, I immensely enjoyed my time in AP 
Literature.  
 
Concession  - A reluctant acknowledgement or yielding.  

Ex. “I said earlier that the decadence of our language is probably curable. Those who 
deny this would argue, if they produced an argument at all, that language merely reflects 
existing social conditions, and that we cannot influence its development by any direct tinkering 
with words or constructions.  So far as the general tone or spirit of language goes, this may 
be true , but it is not true in detail.” (George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language”) 
 
Connotation   - The non-literal, associative meaning of a word; the implied, suggested meaning.  

Ex. Pushy refers to someone loud-mouthed and irritating. 
 
Context   - Words, events, or circumstances that help determine meaning.  

Ex. “While stranded on a deserted island, a group of boys believe there is a dangerous 
creature lurking in the underbrush; Simon is the first to identify this menace, suggesting to the 
boys that ‘maybe,’ he said hesitantly, ‘maybe there is a beast’.” 
 
Counterargument   - A challenge to a position; an opposing argument 

Ex.  “I said earlier that the decadence of our language is probably curable.  Those who 
deny this would argue, if they produced an argument at all, that language merely reflects 
existing social conditions, and that we cannot influence its development by any direct 
tinkering with words or constructions.  So far as the general tone or spirit of language goes, 
this may be true, but it is not true in detail.” (George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language”) 
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Declarative sentence   - A sentence that makes a statement 

Ex. “London is the capital of England.” 
 
Deduction  - Reasoning from general to specific. 

Ex. “Everything made of copper conducts electricity. This wire is made of copper. This 
wire will conduct electricity.” 
 
Denotation   - The strict, literal, dictionary definition of a word, devoid of any emotion, attitude, or 
color 

Ex. A knife is a utensil used to cut (connotation would be violence, anger, fear, etc.) 
 
Diatribe  - Prolonged discourse; bitter or abusive speech/writing; ironic or satirical criticism 

Ex.  “ The vast majority of those intellectuals whom I know seek for nothing, do nothing, 
and are at present incapable of hard work. They call themselves intellectuals, but they use 
“thou” and “thee” to their servants, they treat the peasants like animals, they learn badly, they 
read nothing seriously, they do absolutely nothing, about science they only talk, about art they 
understand little …” 
 
Diction  - Writer’s word choice 

Ex. Formal v. informal; ornate v. plain 
 
Didactic  - Teaching or instructing, especially moral or ethical principles 

Ex.  Neither a borrower nor a lender be: 
For loan oft loses both itself and friend; 
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. (Hamlet,  Shakespeare) 
 
Elegiac  - Mournful over that has passed or been lost; often used to describe tone 

Ex. “O CAPTAIN! My Captain! our fearful trip is done;The ship has weather’d every rack, 
the prize we sought is won;The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting,While follow 
eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring:” 
 
Epigram  - A brief, witty statement 

Ex. “Women are a decorative sex. They never have anything to say, but they say it 
charmingly.” ( The Picture of Dorian Gray,  Oscar Wilde) 
 
Epistrophe   - The ending of a series of lines, phrases, clauses, or sentences with the same 
word or words. 

Ex. “The government of  the people , by  the people , and for  the people  shall not perish 
from this earth.” 
 
Ethos  - Greek term referring to the character of a person. (One of Aristotle’s three rhetorical 
appeals; ethos, logos, and pathos) 
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Ex. “Our expertise in roofing contracting is evidenced not only by our 100 years in the 
business and our staff of qualified technicians, but in the decades of satisfied customers who 
have come to expect nothing but the best.” 
 
Euphemism  - More agreeable or less offensive substitute for a generally unpleasant word or 
concept 

Ex. “Earthly remains” instead of “corpse” 
 
Explication of text  - Explanation of a text’s meaning through an analysis of all of its constituent 
parts; close-reading  

Ex. TPFASTT or SOAPStone method 
 
Figurative language  - Writing or speech that is not intended to carry literal meaning; meant to 
be imaginative and vivid.  

Ex. “They seemed to think the opportunity lost, if they failed to point the conversation to 
me, every now and then, and stick the point into me” (Charles Dickens,  Great Expectations) 
 
Figures of speech  - A device used to produce figurative language. Many compare dissimilar 
things. 

Ex. Apostrophe, hyperbole, irony, metaphor, oxymoron, paradox, personification, pun, 
simile, synecdoche, and understatement. 
 
Fragment  - A word, phrase, or clause that does not form a full sentence.  

Ex. ‘Yesterday, at lunch.” 
 
Hortatory   - Urging, or strongly encouraging 

Ex. "I don't want you to protest. I don't want you to riot. I don't want you to write to your 
Congressman, because I wouldn't know what to tell you to write. I don't know what to do about 
the depression and the inflation and the Russians and the crime in the street. All I know is that 
first, you've got to get mad.” 
 
Hyperbole  - A figure of speech using deliberate exaggeration or overstatement. Provides comic 
effect and often produces irony.  

Ex. Hyperboles are like, the  best  thing  ever ! 
 
Hypotaxis  - The use of subordination to show logical relationship between sentences or ideas. 
It presents one sentence (independent clause) as more important than the other (subordinate 
clause).  

Ex. After the curtain opened on a brightly painted cartoon set,  the actors entered the 
stage in vivid costumes.  (The clause beginning the sentence is a subordinate clause, and the 
actors entering the stage is the main or most important clause.) 
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Imagery -  The sensory details or figurative language used to describe, arouse emotion, or 
represent abstractions.  

Ex. Usually focus on the senses. For example, visual:  The night was black as ever, but 
bright stars lit up the sky in beautiful and varied constellations which were sprinkled across the 
astronomical landscape. 
 
Imperative sentence  - a sentence that requests or commands 

Ex. “Study your vocabulary words!”  
 
Inference/Infer  - To draw a reasonable conclusion from the information presented.  

Ex. John hears a smoke alarm and smells burnt bacon. John can infer that his neighbor 
burnt her breakfast. 
 
Induction -  Reasoning from specific to general. 

Ex. “This marble from the bag is black. That marble from the bag is black. A third marble 
from the bag is black. Therefore all the marbles in the bag black.” 
 
Inversion  - A sentence in which the verb precedes the subject (think Shakespeare) 

Ex. “ In Xanadu did Kubla Khan 
A stately pleasure-dome decree : 
Where Alph, the sacred river, ran 
Through caverns measureless to man 
Down to a sunless sea. 
So twice five miles of fertile ground 
With walls and towers were girdled round; 
And there were gardens bright with sinuous rills, 
Where blossomed many an incense-bearing tree; 
And here were forests ancient as the hills, 
Enfolding sunny spots of greenery.” (Coleridge, “Kubla Khan) 
 

Invective  - an emotionally violent, verbal denunciation or attack using strong, abusive language. 
Ex. In  Henry IV, Part I,  Prince Hal calls the large character of Falstaff “this sanguine 

coward, this bedpresser, this horseback breaker, this huge hill of flesh.”  
 
Irony  - The contrast between what is stated explicitly and what is really meant, or the difference 
between what appears to be and what is actually true.  
 

Verbal irony  - when the words literally state the opposite of the writer’s (or speaker’s) 
meaning 

Ex. “She is tolerable but not handsome enough to tempt me.”  (Pride & Prejudice by Jane 
Austen) 
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Situational irony  - when events turn out the opposite of what was expected; when what 
the characters and readers think ought to happen is not what does happen 

Ex. Dorothy moves to the wizard in order to find a way to go her home just to learn that 
she was capable of doing so persistently. Scarecrow wished to become intelligent, but he 
discovers himself a perfect genius. Woodsman considers himself as not capable of love; 
nevertheless he learns that he has a good heart. Lion appears as a coward and then turns out 
to be an extremely fearless and courageous.  (The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum) 
 

Dramatic irony   - when facts or events are unknown to a character in a play or piece of 
fiction but known to the reader, audience, or other characters in the work.  

Ex. “There’s no art 
To find the mind’s construction in the face: 
He was a gentleman on whom I built 
An absolute trust.”  (Macbeth by William Shakespeare) 

 
Jargon  - A pattern of speech and vocabulary associated with a particular group of people. 

Ex. “Nasal, congestions, alpha blockers and antidepressants.” 
 
Juxtaposition  - Placement of two things side by side for emphasis. 

Ex. “Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight 

Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 

Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

And you, my father, there on the sad height, 

Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 

Do not go gentle into that good night. 

Rage, rage against the dying of the light.”  

(Dylan Thomas, “Do not Go Gentle into that Good Night”) 
 
Logos  - A Greek term that means “word.” An appeal to logic. (One of Aristotle’s three rhetorical 
appeals; ethos, logos, and pathos) 

Ex. “9 out of 10 dentists recommend Crest Whitening Toothpaste.” 
 
Metaphor  - A figure of speech using implied comparison of seemingly unlike things or the 
substitution of one for the other, suggesting some similarity.  

Ex. “Shall I Compare Thee to a summer’s Day”, (Shakespeare, Sonnet 18) 
 
Mood  - The prevailing atmosphere or emotional aura of a work.  
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Ex. “There was no moon, and everything beneath lay in misty darkness: not a light 
gleamed from any house, far or near all had been extinguished long ago: and those at 
Wuthering Heights were never visible…” (Bronte,  Wuthering Heights) 
 
Narrative  - The telling of a story or an account of an event or series of events.  

Ex. “Animal Farm” by George Orwell uses animals on a farm to describe the overthrow 
of the last of the Russian Tsar Nicholas II and the Communist Revolution of Russia before WW 
II. The actions of the animals on the farm are used to expose the greed and corruption of the 
Revolution. It also describes how powerful people can change the ideology of a society. 
 
Onomatopoeia  - a word, which imitates the natural sounds of a thing. It creates a sound effect 
that mimics the thing described, making the description more expressive and interesting. 

Ex. The buzzing bee flew away. 
 
Oxymoron  - juxtaposing two things apparently contradictory that still reinforce one idea 

Ex.  jumbo shrimp, only choice, virtual reality  
 
Paradox  - a situation or statement containing contradictory elements which nonetheless seem 
plausible or true  

Ex. High walls make not a palace; full coffers make not a king 
 
Parallelism  - Also referred to as parallel construction or parallel structure, this term comes from 
the Greek roots meaning “beside one another.” It refers to the grammatical or rhetorical framing 
of words, phrases, sentences, or paragraphs to give structural similarity. This can involve, but is 
not limited to, repetition of a grammatical element such as a preposition or verbal phrase.  

Ex. Mary likes hik ing , bik ing , and swimm ing .  
 
Parataxis   - Parataxis is derived from a Greek word which means  to place side by side . It can 
be defined as a rhetorical term in which phrases and clauses are placed one after another 
independently, without coordinating or subordinating them through the use of conjunctions.  

Ex. “Veni, vidi, vici” or, “I came, I saw, I conquered.” ( Life of Caesar , Plutarch) 
 
Parody  - a work of satire where the author imitates the language and form of another work to 
ridicule the author or work.  

Ex. Shakespeare wrote “Sonnet 130” in parody of traditional love poems common in his 
day. He presents an anti-love poem theme in a manner of a love poem mocking the 
exaggerated comparisons they made: 
“My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun; 
Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 
If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 
I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 
But no such roses see I in her cheeks;” 
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Pathos  - a quality of an experience in life or a work of art that stirs up emotions of pity, 
sympathy and sorrow.  

Ex. In Maya Angelou’s “Caged Bird”, pathos is created by presenting a contrast between 
“the free bird” and “a caged bird”. 
“The free bird thinks of another breeze 
and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees 
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn 
and he names the sky his own 
But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams 
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream 
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied 
so he opens his throat to sing.” 
 

Pedantic   - An adjective that describes words, phrases, or general tone that is overly scholarly, 
academic, or bookish.  

Ex. “Civilization’s going to pieces . . . I’ve gotten to be a terrible pessimist about things. 
Have you read “The Rise of the Colored Empires” by this man Goddard? . . . Well, it’s a fine 
book, and everybody ought to read it.  The idea is if we don’t look out the white race will be–will 
be utterly submerged.  It’s all scientific stuff; it’s been proved… I know I’m not very popular.  I 
don’t give big parties.  I suppose you’ve got to make your house into a pigsty in order to have 
any friends–in the modern world.” (Fitzgerald,  The Great Gatsby ) 
 
Persona   - The speaker, voice, or character assumed by the author of a piece of writing.  

Ex. “He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and he had gone 
eighty-four days now without taking a fish. In the first forty days a boy had been with him. But 
after forty days without a fish the boy’s parents had told him that the old man was now definitely 
and finally salao, which is the worst form of unlucky……. 
The sail was patched with flour sacks and, furled, it looked like the flag of permanent defeat…..” 
(Hemingway,  The Old Man and the Sea ) 
 
Personification   - to personify is to attribute human qualities or characteristics to non-living 
things. To attribute human qualities to animals is called  anthropomorphism . 

Ex. The sun  smiled down  on the  sleepy  village 
 
Polysyndeton   - the use of conjunctions between each word, phrase, or clause 

Ex. “Let the whitefolks have their money and power and segregation and sarcasm and 
big houses and schools and lawns like carpets, and books, and mostly–mostly–let them have 
their whiteness.” (Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings) 
 
Premise  - another word for claim. It is a statement of truth, at least to the person making the 
argument.  

Ex. Ms. Pierog is a fabulous teacher because she gives us homework every single day.  
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Purpose   - One’s intention or objective in a speech or piece of writing. 

Ex. A speech written about implementing a new textbook in English classes given to a 
school board has the purpose of persuading the school board to fund the endeavor.  
 
Qualifier   - A word or phrase (especially an adjective) used to attribute a quality to another word 
or phrase. This word or phrase is usually added after a noun to clarify/identify the noun’s 
meaning.  

Ex. very, quite, rather, somewhat, more, most, less… 
 
Refute   - To discredit an argument, particularly a counter argument.  

Ex. Ex.  “I said earlier that the decadence of our language is probably curable. Those 
who deny this would argue, if they produced an argument at all, that language merely reflects 
existing social conditions, and that we cannot influence its development by any direct tinkering 
with words or constructions.  So far as the general tone or spirit of language goes, this may 
be true, but it is not true in detail. ” (George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language”) 
 
Repetition   - The duplication, either exact or approximate, of any element of language, such as 
a sound, word, phrase, clause, sentence, or grammatical pattern.  

Ex. Anaphora, Epistrophe, Asyndeton, Chiasmus, Polysyndeton 
 
Rhetoric   - From the Greek for “orator,” this term describe the principles governing the art of 
writing effectively, eloquently, and persuasively.  

Ex. Rhetorical question, allusion, hyperbole, stereotype 
 
Rhetorical Modes   - The variety, the conventions, and the purposes of the major kinds of 
writing. The four most common rhetorical modes: 

Exposition    - to explain and analyze information by presenting an idea, relevant 
evidence, and appropriate discussion. 

Argumentation  - To prove the validity of an idea, or point of view, by presenting sound 
reasoning, discussion, and argument that thoroughly convince the reader.  

Description   -  To recreate, invent, or visually present a person, place, event, or action so 
the reader can picture that being described.  

Narration  - To tell a story or narrate an event or series of events.  
 
Rhetorical Question   - A question asked more to produce an effect than to summon an answer.  

Ex. “How did this idiot get elected?” 
 
Sarcasm   - “To tear flesh,” sarcasm involves bitter, caustic language that is meant to hurt or 
ridicule someone or something.  

Ex.  
● Self-Deprecating Sarcasm  – This category of sarcasm expresses an overstated sense 

of inferiority and worthlessness. 
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● Brooding Sarcasm  – In this criticism, the speaker utters something polite. However, the 
tone of his speech has a marked bitterness in it. 

● Deadpan Sarcasm  – It is expressed without emotion or laughter making it difficult for 
the listener to judge whether the speaker is joking or mocking. 

● Polite Sarcasm  – A speaker is said to have delivered a polite sarcasm when his 
listeners only get to realize that his kind remark was a sarcastic one after they had given 
it some thought. 

● Obnoxious Sarcasm  – This kind of sarcasm makes people feel like punching the 
speaker in the face. It is not very funny and it gets under your skin. 

● Manic Sarcasm  – This type of sarcasm is delivered in an unnatural happy mood that it 
makes the speaker look like he has gone crazy. 

● Raging Sarcasm  – This kind of sarcasm relies mainly on exaggeration and violent 
threats. 

 
Satire   - A work that targets human vices and follies or social institutions and conventions for 
reform or ridicule.  

Ex. “If this is going to be a Christian nation that doesn’t help the poor, either we have to 
pretend that Jesus was just as selfish as we are, or we’ve got to acknowledge that He 
commanded us to love the poor and serve the needy without condition and then admit that we 
just don’t want to do it.” (Stephen Colbert) 
 
Simile  - a metaphor that uses comparison words such as “like” or “as.” An  epic simile  or 
Homeric simile  (named after Homer) is an elaborate simile that compares an ordinary event or 
situation (familiar to the audience) with the idea in the text. These similes are often recognized 
by the “just as, so then” construction. Dante Alighieri makes extensive use of epic similes. 

Ex.  “Life is like a river.” 
 
Speaker  - the narrative voice of a poem. A poem generally has only one speaker, but some 
poems may have more than one. 

Ex. The speaker in Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” is a conflicted person, who does 
not tell anything about himself. However, the readers of this poem know that he is undergoing a 
big decision, that he has chosen a single path according to which he is directing his life, and this 
splits into two options ahead. 
 
Style   - Think of style as the voice of the writer. Many decisions a writer makes—such as types 
and lengths of sentences (see syntax), types of words used (see diction), and the extent to 
which he or she uses imagery and figurative language—contribute to what is recognized as his 
or her style. For example, Hemingway’s style is characterized, in part, by short, simple sentence 
structure, while William Faulkner is known for excessively long sentences.  

Ex .  Some typical style descriptors:  
Authoritative: the voice is commanding and knowing  
Emotive: the voice evokes emotion  
Didactic: the voice is preachy, insistent  
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Objective: the voice is uncommitted, without judgment  
Ornate: the voice is perhaps pretentious, flowery, or ostentatious  
Plain: the voice is simple, straightforward, to the point  
Scholarly: the voice is learned and authoritative, erudite  
Scientific: the voice is precise and relies on the language of science (Latinate words)  

 
Subordinate Clause   - A dependent clause. It cannot stand alone because it does not have all 
the information necessary to make it a complete sentence; therefore, an independent clause 
needs to be connected to it. A dependent clause uses words like “because,” “before,” “after,” 
“since,” “although,” “though,” and “in order to.” 

Ex. “ Because my cat likes when the deliveryman feeds her bread crumbs , she does 
not irritate the deliveryman.” 

 
Symbol  - a thing, person, or idea that stands for something else. Some symbols become iconic, 
that is, so well known that they’re an accepted part of culture.  

Ex: water is a symbol of purity and or rebirth.  
 
Symbolism   - the use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities by giving them symbolic 
meanings that are different from their literal sense. 

Ex. “All the world’s a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players; 
they have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts,” (Shakespeare,  As You Like It ) 

 
Synecdoche   -    (pronounced sin- eck -doe-key, emphasis on second syllable): the use of a part 
for the whole.  

Ex. “All hands on deck” (hands are a part of the whole (human)) 
 

Synesthesia   - a technique adopted by writers to present ideas, characters or places in such a 
manner that they appeal to more than one senses like hearing, seeing, smell etc. at a given 
time. 

Ex. Dante’s  The Devine Comedy  contains one of the good synesthesia examples in 
literature. In the first canto, the poet tells us about a place called “Inferno”. He says, “Back to the 
region where the  sun is silent .” Here, Dante binds the sense of sight ( sun ) with the sense of 
hearing ( silent ). 
 
Syntax   - the order of words in a sentence. Syntax results in various sentence types used for a 
variety of rhetorical effects. Syntax can also be thought of as the rhythm of prose. Sentence 
variety creates interesting, fluent, readable prose.  

Ex. 1. Climax: the main idea or most important point in a sentence. The position of the 
climax may be varied for effect. 
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2. Cadence: the rhythm or “music” of a sentence that comes through parallel elements 
and repetition  

 
3. Narrative pace: the pace or speed of a passage that comes through the following 
elements: 

● length of words  
● omission of words or punctuation  
● length of sentences  
● number of dependent/subordinate clauses  
● repetition of sounds  

 
Synthesize   - Combining or bringing together two or more elements to produce something more 
complex.  

Ex. Using multiple sources to support a claim 
 
Thesis   - a statement that occurs at the end of the introduction, after the background 
information on the topic. The thesis statement is connected with the background information 
through a transition, which could be a full sentence, or a simple transition word, such as 
therefore, because, but  etc. 

 
Qualities of a Good Thesis Statement 

1. It must have evidences. 
2. It should be interesting. 
3. It should be limited. 
4. It should be manageable. 
5. It should be researchable. 

 
Ex. “The core principal behind this amnesty proposal is that it is amid at those who have 

grown up here and are, psychologically and emotionally, Americans.” ( Dream On  (by Mark 
Krikorian in  National Review Online ) 
 
Tone   - The attitude of the speaker toward another character, a place, an idea or a thing. 

Ex. “All morons hate it when you call them a moron.” 
“If a girl looks swell when she meets you, who gives a damn if she’s late? Nobody.” 
“Goddamn money. It always ends up making you blue as hell.” (Salinger,  The Catcher in 

the Rye ) 
 
Trope  - a figure of speech through which speakers or writers intend to express meanings of 
words differently than their literal meanings 

Ex. Two households, both alike in dignity…  (Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare) 
 
Understatement   - a figure of speech employed by writers or speakers to intentionally make a 
situation seem less important than it really is. 
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Ex. “I have to have this operation. It isn’t very serious. I have this tiny little tumor on the 
brain.” (Salinger,  The Catcher in the Rye ) 
 
Voice   - the form or a format through which narrators tell their stories. 

Ex.  Author’s Voice  – Author’s voice is his particular style he employs in that particular 
story of a piece of writing. 
Character’s Voice  – A character’s voice is the voice of the main character how he views 
the world. It is a common narrative voice used with first and third person point of views, 
and author uses a conscious person as a narrator in the story. 
 

Zeugma   - Involves linking together two or more words, phrases, or clauses by another word 
that is stated in one place and implied in the rest of the sentence.  

Ex. “Jane and Tom jogged along the trail together. (Both people are jogging) 
“She grabbed her purse from the alcove, her gloves from the table near the door, and 
her car keys from the punchbowl.” (The verb “grabbed” is implied throughout the 
sentence.) 
“The most significant part of the speech and the whole conference was the call for more 
standardized sentencing guidelines.” (In this sentence the preposition “of” is implied in 
front of  the whole conference .) 
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